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1 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  

1.1 Background 
South Tees Development Corporation (STDC) is proposing to construct a new quay at South Bank in the 
Tees estuary (referred to hereafter as the proposed scheme) (see Figure 1.1).  The proposed scheme is 
required to support STDC’s landside proposals for general industry and storage or distribution uses within 
part of the South Industrial Zone (described in Section 2).  It is envisaged that the new quay would be 
utilised predominantly by the renewable energy industry, as well as supporting more general industrial and 
storage/distribution activities.   
 
In summary, the proposed scheme comprises demolition, capital dredging, offshore disposal of dredged 
material and construction and operation of a new quay (to be set back into the riverbank) (see Figure 1.1).   
 
The proposed scheme would require works in both the marine and terrestrial environments and requires 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in support of a marine licence application to the Marine 
Management Organisation (MMO) and a planning application to Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council 
(RCBC).   

1.2 Study area  
The study area for the EIA in respect of the proposed scheme is the area over which the direct and indirect 
effects of the proposed scheme may be detected during the construction and operational phases.  Typically, 
for estuarine and marine development projects, the study area is defined as the area over which potential 
effects on tidal currents and sediment transport may occur (i.e. the potential zone of influence).  The 
hydrodynamic modelling domain (which includes the offshore disposal site in Tees Bay and the majority of 
the Teesmouth and Cleveland Coast Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site) shown in Figure 1.2 
therefore defines the study area for the marine elements of the proposed scheme (namely the demolition, 
dredge and disposal activities).   
 
The study area detailed above extends to cover the landside elements of the proposed scheme, namely the 
construction of the proposed quay within the riverbank.  As with the marine parts of the proposed scheme, 
the study area for the landside parts of the proposed scheme is defined as the area over which potentially 
significant direct and indirect effects may occur.  In this instance, the landside study area is likely to vary by 
topic (as detailed in the respective technical chapters of this report and summarised in Table 1.1 below).  
The study area is shown on Figure 1.2.  Landscape and visual impact assessment has been detailed 
separately within Table 1.1 as the zone of influence for landscape and visual impacts is predicted to extend 
the greatest distance from the proposed scheme footprint.  
 
Table 1.1 Description of study areas 

Technical topic  Study area 

Marine topics  
The study area for marine topics comprises the hydrodynamic and sedimentary modelling domain, 
which covers the potential zone of influence of both the dredge and disposal activities.   

Landscape and visual 
impact assessment  

The study area extends to 5km and the assessment considers high sensitivity receptors within that 
zone.  The assessment focusses on the area within 2km from the proposed scheme footprint; 
however, significant impacts are envisaged within a 1km zone only.  

Other landside topics  
The potential impacts on other landside environmental receptors are not predicted to extend beyond 
1km from the proposed scheme footprint.  Further detail is provided within the technical chapters 
regarding study areas being considered, where required.  
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Figure 1.2 Study area 
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1.3 Report structure  
This report presents the findings of the EIA process and explains how the conclusions have been reached.  
The intention has been to present the information in such a way to allow readers to form their own opinions 
on the acceptability of the residual impacts associated with the proposed scheme.  
 
Section 1 outlines the background to the proposed scheme and defines the study area.  Section 2 presents 
the need for the proposed scheme, and Section 3 discusses the relevant legislative regime, identifying the 
various consents and licences required.  Section 4 describes the proposed scheme, whilst Section 5 
describes the EIA process and defines the EIA methodology adopted.   
 
Sections 6 to 26 contain the technical assessments of the potential impacts of the proposed scheme.  These 
sections describe the nature of the existing (baseline) environment for various parameters considered during 
the EIA process.  The potential impacts of the proposed scheme during construction and operational phases 
on each of these parameters are then identified and assessed and, where appropriate and practicable, 
mitigation measures are defined.  The residual impacts (potential impacts remaining assuming the proposed 
mitigation measures are effectively implemented) are then assessed.  
 
Section 27 presents the assessment of potential cumulative impacts with other plans and projects.  Section 
28 considers the implications of the proposed scheme under the requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD).  Section 29 considers the implications of the proposed scheme for European and 
internationally designated sites (for nature conservation).  Section 30 lists the references used during the 
production of this EIA Report.  




